
REFLECTIONS
FROM TEN YEARS
OF THE VINE

A small book of
enlightened thinking



“So, this is a new conference to 
help people develop better 
communities, right?”

“Well, sort of, in a roundabout way, 
I guess. But it’s deeper than that.”

“Like sustainability and 
corporate responsibility?”

“More like the soul of why all this 
matters in the first place.”

“Is there a market for that?”

Pause. “Yeah, I think there is.”

It started something like this.



“The market for something 
to believe in is infinite.”

Hugh MacLeod
The Vine ’13



“Good design can elevate us to 
share of our best selves in a way that 
lousy design cannot.”

Nina Simon
The Vine ’14



“[826 Valencia] brought in so many 
people—teachers, donors, volunteers, 
everybody—because it was street 
level. It was open to the public. 
It wasn’t a non-profit buried, you 
know, on the 30th floor of some 
building downtown. 

It was right in the neighborhood that 
it was serving, and it was open all 
the time to the public. So, it became 
this sort of weird, happy accident.”

Dave Eggers
The Vine ’07



“I like creating experiences where 
people have a moment of awe about 
the universe we live in. We talk about 
this thing called, ‘sneaking up on 
learning,’ which means creating 
mysterious, interesting things that 
people are drawn to. 

You may not know what it is when 
you first see it, but it gets you asking 
questions. So then you’re ripe 
for learning.”

Dan Goods
The Vine ’13



“My grandfather told me when I was 
a little girl, ‘If you say a word often 
enough, it becomes you.’”

Anna Deavere Smith
The Vine ’06



“As I looked at the various 
catalysts in my creative work, a 
pattern emerged…the word CAN’T is 
often instrumental. 

‘Can’ usually gets all the love, 
but today I’m going to focus on 
CAN’T as catalyst. 
Or CAN’TALYST.
 
What is it that you simply can’t 
not do? 

That’s exactly the thing to follow.

That is the thing you must do.”

Amy Krouse Rosenthal
The Vine ’14
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“Because I was talking, I wasn’t 
listening. Because I wasn’t listening, 
I wasn’t learning.”

“Planetwalker” John Francis
The Vine ’15



“We can be human only together.”

Margaret Wheatley
The Vine ’07



“What I love about The Vine is the 
unpredictable ways in which it accomplishes 
its mission: namely, to carry on a 
conversation about the nature, and the 
future, of community. It’s a conversation 
that takes an endless variety of shapes, and 
every once in a while it carries an 
emotional force that surprises us and 
shakes us to the core.“

David Lancaster 
(better known as “Link”)
is a Vine alumnus and a central 
figure in its creation.



“Gardening is the most therapeutic 
and defiant act you can do, especially 
in the inner city. Plus, you get 
strawberries.”

Ron Finley
The Vine ’14



“The urgent finds you. 
You have to find the important.”

Stewart Brand
The Vine ’06



“Don’t design communities for 
who your customers are; 
design communities for who they 
want to become.”

Kevin Kelley
The Vine ’06



“It’s not about the brick 
and mortar. It’s not about the 
real estate investment. It’s 
about making memories.”

Shaheen Sadeghi
The Vine ’13



“If you saw an ad that said ‘Superhero 
Wanted,’ would you feel qualified 
to apply?”

Dee Williams
The Vine ’15



“Always buy the Fun Pass.”

Nirvan Mullick
The Vine ’15



“This is a strange place. Usually when 
I wake up I look around and I think 
where am I, you know, because in my 
dreams I’m obviously — I’m not here. 
But it only takes a second... Good old 
Island House. 

That’s, uh, and I think that’s true of 
a lot of people here, they think what 
the — I won’t use the same language, 
but what the hell am I doing here? 
But you know, we are glad we’re 
here ’cause it is, it’s a good place.”

Claytie Mason
The Secret Ruths of Island House
The Vine ’07



“What suburbia cries for are the 
means for people to gather easily, 
inexpensively, regularly, and 
pleasurably — a ‘place on the 
corner,’ real life alternatives to 
television, easy escapes from 
the cabin fever of marriage and 
family life that do not necessitate 
getting into an automobile.”

Ray Oldenburg
The Vine ’06



“When you decode the world 
with design intent in mind, 
the world becomes kind of magical. 
Instead of seeing the broken 
things, you see all the little bits of 
genius that anonymous designers 
have sweated over to make 
our lives better.”

Roman Mars
The Vine ’14



“If you’re not prepared to be wrong, 
you’ll never come up with anything 
original. And by the time they get 
to be adults, most kids have lost that 
capacity. They have become 
frightened of being wrong. 

And we run our companies like this. 
We stigmatize mistakes. And 
we’re now running national 
education systems where mistakes 
are the worst thing you can make. 
And the result is that we are 
educating people out of their 
creative capacities.”

Sir Ken Robinson
The Vine ’07



“Optimism can take you anywhere.”

Bert & John Jacobs
The Vine ’06



Robin Sloan wrote that “there is no immortality that is not built 
on friendship and work done with care.”

It remains to be seen whether The Vine achieves immortality 
(will we ever know?), but it unquestionably is built upon 
friendship and work done with care.

Heartfelt thanks to:

All of you who have contributed to the conversation and 
animated our gatherings. The very first inklings of what 
eventually became The Vine began with the recognition that a 
portion of the development industry cares deeply and 
passionately about the human fabric underneath all the built 
stuff. We made this for you.

Linda Baysari and PCBC, whose vital support for and belief in 
The Vine makes this possible. Thank you for taking a chance on 
this (and me).

Sandra Kulli, who set me on this path twenty years ago by 
asking a young, naïve conference planner if we could put 
Harley-Davidsons onstage for her presentation. And who is 
likely no more than two or three degrees of separation 
from anyone reading this.

Amy Levi, David Lancaster and the boundlessly creative folks at 
Strada. The Vine has your DNA.

Amy Krouse Rosenthal. Your email changed more than you’ll 
ever know.

To the next ten years (and more).

Greg Fuson

EPILOGUE



thevineconference.com

Inspired people create
inspired places. 
And vice versa.
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